(.Botanical Museum, Utrecht) (Received Dec. 18th, 1953) The description of Simira is preceded in Aublet's work by the descriptions of Ronabea, Tapogomoa and Carapichea and followed by those of Palicourea and Mapouria, all of them genera belonging to the Psychotrieae and nearly related to Psychotria itself, and the description of Simira does not contain a single item that would exclude it from this group. It reads as follows:
"CAL. PERIANTHIUM monophyllum, turbinatum, quinquedentatum COR. monopetala, tubulosa, disco supra ovarium inserta; limbus quinquefidus, lobis subrotundis a tree belonging to the family Rubiaceae which until very recently was represented in the herbaria solely by specimens that he himself had collected. One of these specimens is preserved in the herbarium of the British Museum (Natural History) and another one in the "Herbier Denaiffe" (cf. LANJOUW, J. and H. UITTIEN in Rec. d. trav. bot. Néerl. 37, 357, 1940) , which was recently acquired by the Museum d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris.
AUBLET's new genera were viewed in his own time and even long afterwards with considerable distrust, and when we see that their separation from older and already well-known allies is but rarely justified by the contents of his diagnoses, this attitude becomes comprehensible. However, when we take the trouble to examine the material on which his new genera were founded, we are often forced to admit that his intuition had shown him the right way. This applies e.g. to the genera that were separated by him from Psychotria L, viz.
Ronabea, Tapogomea, Carapichea, Palicourea, Mapouria and Nonatelia. The taxonomists of AUBLET's own time and those of the immediately following period reduced all these genera to Psychotria, but these authors based their opinion almost exclusively on AUBLET's insufficiently explicit descriptions. In a later period, when the plants on which AUBLET had founded his genera, were more thoroughly studied, it was gradually recognized that their reduction to Psychotria was not justified. they are based, are omitted, and even the name of the original author is left out. In the case of Psychotria tinctoria no mention is made of the basic combination Simira tinctoria, and Aublet's name is not recorded. The main arguments for considering it a new combination based on Aublet's binomium are that at the time no other Ps. tinctoria was known and that Guiana is given as the country of origin. Additional evidence is found in the circumstance that the representatives of Aublet's other new genera which with more or less right were reduced to Psychotria, were treated by him in the same cryptic way. In my opinion, the earlier taxonomists, who ignored Raeuschel's "Nomenclatur" were right. 152 C.
E. B. BREMEKAMP to be entirely absent. Positive indications as to its position were obtained by a study of the ovary, of which a sufficient number were present.
The dissection of one of the latter revealed that Aublet, as stated above, had made a mistake when he described the ovules as solitary.
The placenta, moreover, proved to be of a type that was known so far from one genus only, viz. from Sickingia Willd. Everyone who has seen the placentae of this genus, will agree that no mistake is possible (cf. e.g. the figures of the placentae of S. Glazovii K. Sch. and of S. Oliveri K. Sch. given by Schumann in Martius, Flora Brasiliensis (VI, 6, t. 117 et t. 118, 1889) . This similarity in the structure of the placentae would already be sufficient to identify Simira with Sickingia, but in the other characters too there is a very pleasurable agreement.
In Simira as well as in Sickingia the leaves are large and provided with numerous lateral nerves, the stipules are interpetiolar and long and pointed, raphides are absent and the bast contains a peculiar red dye.
Aublet refers to the latter in the Latin text in the following way:
"cortex trunci extus rufescens, intus rubet" and a little further he adds "cortex utilis ad pannos sericeos et gossipinos rubro colore inficiendos".
In the French text he gives more details: "Son ecorce est epaisse, Bth., the epithet of the latter is available for the new combination.
In the introductory paragraph of this paper I stated that Simira tinctoria was until very recently known only by Aublet's specimens.
The specimens that recently have come to light, were obtained from a numbered tree in the former Forest Reserve Kaboerie, Suriname and are preserved in the Utrecht Herbarium. Unfortunately the material consists of sterile twigs only.
